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Janesville'’s GM plant— one of
the company’s oldest—

celebrates the production
of its 16,000,000th vehicle

V(o

By Jim Leute
jleute@gazetteextra.com

JANESVILLE

ith a nod and an apology
to Mark Twain, Gary
Malkus offered his per-

spective on the state of the General
Motors assembly plant that he man-
ages in Janesville.

“The reporting of the demise of
Janesville Assembly was greatly ex-
aggerated,” Malkus said Tuesday as
the plant celebrated the production
of its 16 millionth vehicle since GM
started making vehicles here in
1923.

In GM’s world, Janesville’s ac-
complishment trails only that of a
plant in Lansing, Mich., that has
built more than 20 million vehicles
since opening its doors in 1897.

The Janesville plant—one of
GM’s oldest—often has been ru-
mored to be on GM’s short list for
closure. Speculation surfaced again
asrecently as June, when GM’s chief
executive said theworld’slargest au-
tomaker would close assembly

This 2005 GMC
Denali repre-
sents the
16 mil-
lionth car

off the

produc-
tion line at
Janesville's GM
plant.
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plants and trim thousands of jobs
by 2008 to revive its struggling
North American operations.

Sluggish salesand high dealerin-
ventories—fueled in large part by
higher gas prices and a product at
theend ofits cycle—have stung GM’s
sport utility plants in Janesville, Ar-
lington, Texas, and Silao, Mexico.
Workers at the Janesville plant have
been idled for nine weeks this year.

But with a corporate investment
of $175 million, the plant and its
3,800 employees are aggressively
preparing for the January launch of
GM'’s next generation of full-size
SUVs.

Malkus said the two-day celebra-

Turnto GM on Page 7As

School board wants high school vote sooner

Some members suggest
vote in November 2006

By Frank Schultz
fschultz@gazetteextra.com
JANESVILLE

Nobody said “Git ’er done,” but
that was the sentiment of most

Janesville School Board members
Tuesday.

The “er” is a multimillion-dollar
expansion and renovation project
for Craig and Parker high schools.

Janesville Superintendent Tom
Evert presented his recommenda-
tions for the high schools at Tues-
day’s board meeting. He called for
more study of the high schools’

needs, leading to a referendum in
February 2007.

Most board members said they
want a referendum sooner than
that.

Board member DuWayne Sever-
son said he’s seen enough study. He
suggested a referendum as soon as
February or April. Most board mem-
bers, however, seemed to like the

date of the next general election,
Now. 7, 2006.

Board President Nancy Sonntag
was the only board member to reg-
ister concerns about that date. She
noted after the meeting that she has
been involved in referendums both
asacitizens committee memberand

Turn to SCHOOLS on Page 8A
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TOP OF THE NEWS « 3A
Bush proposes new mileage standards

Prompted by complaints about skyrocketing gas prices and troubles
in the U.S. auto industry, the Bush administration Tuesday proposed
slightly harsher gas mileage standards for minivans, SUVs and light
trucks. The new standards, which would take effect by 2011, would in-
crease average mileage for light trucks from 21 miles per gallon to about
24 mpg. The new rules would divide light trucks into six categories,
which means one-quarter of the vehicles wouldn’t have to average more
than 21.7 mpg.

Comments dismissed as mapproprlate

The Bush administration quickly distanced
itselffrom a suggestion madebyreligious broad-
caster Pat Robertson that the United States
should assassinate Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez, calling the remarks “inappropriate.”
“This is not the policy of the United States gov-
ernment,” State Department spokesman Sean
McCormack. “We do not share his views.” The
Bush administration does share many of the re-
ligious leader’s views on other matters, in-

cluding stem cell research.

Beloit College releases Mindset List

Incoming college freshmen don’t remember Jimmy Carter or the
Challenger disaster, but they have lived with Starbucks, voice mail and
pay-per-view all of their lives. Beloit College today released its Mindset
List,an annual compilation that offers a glimpse of the worldview of each
incoming class. Beloit professor Tom McBride says the list reminds the
older generation what’s happened the past 18 years and helps educate
professors about the lives of their young students.

LOCAL/STATE - 1B
Towns hill would ease farmers’ depreciation

A Dbill proposed by state Rep. Debi Towns, R-Janesville, could make
it easier for farmers to depreciate equipment. Current law allows farm-
ers to write off no more than $25,000 in additional first-year state de-
preciation on farm equipment and assets. Towns’ bill would keep the
state’s depreciation rate in line with the federal standard starting in
2006. The bill also prevents farmers from applying the current federal
depreciation schedule to existing assets.

Walworth County unit almost ready to roll

Walworth County law enforcement officials will soon have a new
weapon in the fight against crime at their disposal. The county acquired
anewvehicle—called the Crime Scene Unit—in July,and it’salmost ready
for deployment. The 24-foot truck will carry all necessary items to help
police investigate crime and accident scenes, including video equip-
ment and fingerprinting supplies. The county purchased the $239,848
unit with grant money from the Department of Homeland Security.

OPINION 4B
State should put priority on 1-90/39 work

City leaders in Janesville and Beloit are pushing to ex-
pand Interstate 90/39 in Rock County, and it’s about time
the state listened. Traffic backups and overcrowded lanes
make it unsafe for drivers, a fact reinforced by accident
and death numbers. Sure, the state budget is still under

construction, but with traffic funnelinginto the county north
from Chicago and south from areas like Madison and Wiscon-
sin Dells, there can’t be too many highway projects that need

WORLD « 6A
Iraq president: Constitution must help all

Iraqi President Jalal Talabani said today his country’s new constitu-
tion needs to cover the interests of all people, including Iraq’s Sunni
Arab population. Talabani accused “some elements” in the Shiite-con-
trolled Interior Ministry of preventing Sunni Arabs from registering to
vote in the constitutional referendum in October. Also today, deputy
justice minister Awshoo Ibrahim escaped a second assassination at-
tempt in two days when gunmen fired at his convoy, killing four of his
bodyguards and wounding five, police said.

Group claims responsibility for rocket attack

Tuesday, the terrorist group al-Qaida in Iraq claimed it had carried
out the weekend rocket attack that narrowly missed a U.S. warship in
the Jordanian port of Aqaba. After capturing a Syrian who was labeled
a prime suspect in the attack, authorities said it appeared a number of
others had fled to Iraq. The Internet statement by al-Qaida in Iraq, lead
by Jordanian-born Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, was the group’s second claim

of responsibility.
SPORTS « 1D
Packers give Sherman two-year extension

Green Bay Packers coach Mike Sherman received a
two-year contract extension Tuesday to keep him in his
current role through 2007. Sherman has led the Pack-
erstodivision titles the past three seasons. Ted Thomp-
son, who took over for Sherman as general manager
in January, said he never had any doubts about Sher-
man’s coaching prowess. Sherman has a winning per-
centage of .640 (55-31) in his first five years as Green
Bay’s coach, fourth best among current coaches in the
NFL.

Sherman
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